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Temple Bar. Many were the conjectures of the cause of this fire; some said it was clone by the French, others by the Papists; but it was certainly mere accident. But, however it happened, the dreadful effects of it were not so strange as the rebuilding was of this great city, which, by reason of the King's and Parliament's care (then sitting), and the great wealth and opulency of the city itself, was rebuilt most stately with brick (the greatest part being before nothing but lath and lime) in four or five years' time.
October 2. I went for London to put the King and Duke in mind of their promise to make me high sheriff of the county; where I no sooner appeared before the Duke of York but he told me, ' I remembered you for all you were not here, and your business is clone for you.' And at that time, to speak the truth, no prince was observed to be more punctual to his promise. I found what the Duke had told me to be true ; the King did graciously confirm it, and named me high sheriff for the county of York, the year ensuing, for all I was not of the three presented to him by the judges.
So soon as my commission was sealed I went for my own house in Yorkshire, and from thence in a few clays for York, where great application was made to me for offices ; but I made choice of one Mr. Thomas Fairfax for my uiider-sheriff, and. one Kays for my seal keeper. The gaoler then gave me 16 OL to have the custody of the gaol. I had the same sum presented me for the county court, and I made of the bailiwicks about 145£.—in ai. about 4651, besides the profits of the seal, which made the whole near 1,200Z.; but the charges of both assizes, salaries to officers, liveries and equipage, took off so much that I cannot say I saved clear 200£, all charges' considered. Whilst I was at London I got the broad seal passed in favour of one Mr. Tooker to have the sole making of steel for fourteen years, according to the statute